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work benignantly. Were a few of the leaders to be stripped
of their possessions, and their property confiscated, their
families impoverished, the result would be salutary in the
future. But I apprehend there will be very gentle measures
in closing up the Rebellion. The authors of the enormous
evils that have been inflicted will go unpunished, or will
be but slightly punished.

June 2, Thursday. There is intense anxiety in relation
to the Army of the Potomac. Great confidence is felt in
Grant, but the immense slaughter of our brave men chills
and sickens us all. The hospitals are crowded with the
thousands of mutilated and dying heroes who have poured
out their blood for the Union cause. Lee has returned to
the vicinity of Richmond, overpowered by numbers,
beaten but hardly defeated.

June 3, Friday. For several days the delegates to the
National Convention have been coming in. Had a call
from several. Met a number at the President's. All favor
the President. There is a spirit of discontent among the
Members of Congress, stirred up, I think, by the Treasury
Department. Chase has his flings and insinuations against
the President's policy, or want of policy. Nothing suits
him.

There seems some difference among the delegates about
the Vice-Presidency, but they will be likely to renominate
Hamlin, though he has not much personal strength and has
not the mind and temperament to build up a party for the
country. There is an impression here that he has great
strength in New England, but that is not my opinion. He
has party cunning and management but not breadth and
strength and is but little cared for there; is not offensive or
obnoxious, but there is no zeal for him. As the President
is a Western man and will be renominated, the Convention
will very likely feel inclined to go East and to renominate
the Vice-President also. Should New York be united on